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- - Introduction - - 


This history of our Welsh Baptist Association of Northeastern Penn- 
sylvania is dedicated in loving memory to Reverend W. F. Davies, 
Scranton; Dr. T. T. Richards, Scranton; Mr. J. D. Phillips, Scranton ; 
and Reverend Gomer Evans, Wilkes-Barre; whose written words have 
been so greatly appreciated for furnishing guidance in the compiling of 
this account. 


We are also appreciative of the kindness of Dr. Edward George Hart- 
mann, Associate Professor of History, Suffolk University, Boston, for 
furnishing us with data on the various churches, and for serving as 
editor of this history. His evaluation of the Welsh Baptist Contribution 
to America is included in this booklet. 


Our deep appreciation and thanks go also to Reverends James V. 
Lewis, W. A. R. Gilbride, and Thomas H. Jones, and to all, who by 
their writings or spoken words, have made this account possible. 


We also thank the clerks of our various churches for their cooperation 
in providing the histories of the individual churches which form a part 
_of this, our present Welsh Baptist Association of Northeastern Pennsyl- 
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History 


Welsh Baptist Association 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania 


For two thousand years Christianity has been a molding influence 
in the world; it has been able to sustain by faith in the Unseen, men 
who otherwise would have faltered. It started out in an obscure corner of 
the world among a few unlettered men and women worshipping an un- 
known and crucified Dreamer and Teacher. Yet, in spite of the hostility 
of the Jewish religious leaders and the might of the Roman Empire, 
it grew, until at last, it conquered heathenism, and brought pagan Rome 
to its feet. It waged a relentless war against sin in all its forms. It in- 
fused new blood into a dying civilization. Its teaching was rooted in 
love, and its philosophy centered in freedom. It was a religion of bro- 
therly love, an evangel of hope, and a gospel of faith, which went forth 
to conquer and transform the world into its own likeness. It possessed 
a courage too strong to know defeat. It was, and still is, the Christianity 
of Christ, the living Son of God, and we as Welsh Baptists have always 
lived and proclaimed the gospel message. It is the message which em- 
phasizes freedom of conscience, complete independence of the indivdual 
congregation, and recognition of only two ordinances; baptism by im- 
mersion and the Lord’s Supper. 


We, as a Welsh people, have a great heritage. Our people have come 
from the land of song and revival. They brought with them to America 
a great faith and a great tradition, which has always been passed on to 
those who followed them. We are proud of the great contribution which 
our people have made to America. The names of great Welsh-Americans 
have stood out in flaming letters across the pages of time. William 
Penn was such a one. So, too, were Thomas Jefferson, James Monroe, 
Abraham Lincoln, Calvin Coolidge, all Presidents of the United States. 
There were Daniel Boone, the frontiersman; Robert Morris, the finan- 
cier of the Revolution; Gouverneur Morris, the diplomat; Francis Lewis, 
Lewis Morris, William Floyd and Button Gwinnett, all signers of the 
Declaration of Independence ; John Marshall and Charles Evans Hughes, 
Chief Justices; Elihu Yale, benefactor of Yale University; Daniel Web- 
ster and William H. Seward, Secretaries of State; John L. Lewis and 
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William Green, labor leaders; David Rittenhouse and Oliver Hvans, 
inventors; William Dean Howells, Edgar Lee Masters and Ben Ames 
Williams, authors; Frank Lloyd Wright, architect; J. Pierpont Morgan, 
Benjamin Fairless and Gwilym Alexander Price, business leaders. These 
are but a few distinguished Americans of Welsh blood, and many more 
could be added to the list. As Baptists we like to claim the great Roger 
Williams, who, although of London birth may have been of Welsh ex- 
traction. It is this great American who championed freedom of con- 
science, separation of church and state, and other attitudes which reflect 
Welsh liberalism. 


This year we celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of the forma- 
tion of our religious organization, the Welsh Baptist Association of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania. Its roots go back to 1830 when the first 
Welsh miners began to be attracted to the anthracite coal fields, then 
being opened up. Soon, enough Welsh Baptists had settled in the region 
for churches to be organized; at Pottstville in 1832, Carbondale in 1833, 
and at Minersville in 1835. These were but the pioneer churches, 
which were joined by others as more and more Welsh miners came into 
the coal fields to seek employment. 


Our Welsh Baptist brethern of the older Oneida County, New York 
settlement, had already organized a Welsh Baptist Gymanfa or Associa- 
tion, and issued cordial invitations to the newly organized Pennsyl- 
vania chapels to join with them annually in gatherings for prayer and 
song. It was agreed that meetings would alternate yearly between the 
two states. Despite the great distances, representatives from the mining 
areas went up for the annual conferences, and those from the New York 
areas came down. For a time the Pennsylvania Welsh Baptist churches 
formed a part of the New York Gymantfa. 


By 1854, however, enough Welsh Baptists had settled in the mining 
districts of Pennsylvania to encourage the setting up of a separate asso- 
ciation of their own. New churches had sprung up at Danville, Scranton, 
Summitt, Hill, Pittston, Saint Clair and elsewhere, to encourage the 
move. Acordingly, at the New York conference of 1854 the advisability 
of forming a separate association was discussed and agreed upon. Steps 
were taken to organize the new association, and on Saturday afternoon, 
December 22, 1855, delegates from the various churches met at Scranton 
and organized what was then called the Eastern Pennsylvania Gymanta, 
but what is now known as the Welsh Baptist Association of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. At that meeting it was unanimously resolved That this 
Association is of the same opinion as the brethern in Wales, upon the 
fundamental questions of religion, as set forth by them in their Associa- 
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tional letters to the churches annually. Our unity with the Welsh Bap- 
tist churches of the homeland upon doctrine and polity, was thus firmly 
cemented. 


After organization was completed, preaching commenced Saturday 
evening at six o’clock. Sunday was devoted to morning prayer at eight 
o’clock, with preaching services at ten, two and six o’clock. Meetings 
were held on Monday and Tuesday (Christmas Day) with preaching at 
the same hours. The sessions were then moved to Carbondale and con- 
tinued for two more days. Reverends J. P. Harris, (Ieuan Ddu) then of 
Minersville, and William Morgan of Pottsville, had the honor of deliv- 
ering the final sermons. All such preaching had been in Welsh except 
one sermon in English delivered by Reverend Isaac Bevan of Reading, at 
the Sunday afternoon session. The first session of the Association closed, 
having elected Reverend John W. James, then of Scranton, as tis first 
having elected Reverend John W. James, then of Scranton, as its first 
one session of the Association has met annually ever since. 


During this period the membership of the Association was composed 
exclusively of immigrants from Wales. They had brought with them 
their native language in which they worshipped together. Their strongly 
religious nature was reflected in their general modes of life. The church 
became the great nucleus which bound them together. Trained under 
the powerful ministry of their pastors in the homeland and nurtured in 
the bosom of the Sunday School, they possessed an intelligent grasp of 
Christian doctrines and held firm convictions of what constituted the 
truth. 


Times were difficult, wages were low, money was scarce. In the face 
of the most formidable difficulties they organized their churches and 
them kept then going by toiling hard and sacrificing much. Meetings 
were held at first in homes of members, but in due time enough money 
had been raised to construct the first little chapels. In time, these were 
outgrown and replaced with more substantial edifices. Their pastors 
were men of outstanding ability. A fervid eloquence, added to a thorough 
knowledge of the scriptures, made them masters of the pulpit. What a 
pity that we do not have in our possession, specimens of these early ser- 
mons. Who would not be delighted to hear that memorable sermon by 
Reverend Theophilus Jones, based upon Paul’s defense before Agrippa, 
which so inspired P. P. Bliss, that he went home and wrote the famous 
hymn ‘Almost Persuaded’? Or to read that notable sermon preached by 
the Reverend David Rees Jones of Plymouth, at an open air meeting at 
Edwardsville, when, according to contemporary accounts, he swayed his 
audience as a field of grain moves to the breeze. There were mighty 
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preachers then, whose sermons would honor any anthology of pulpit 
gems. Included among them were William Morgan, Pottsville; Charles 
Jones, Nanticoke; Allen J. Morton; and Dr. Fred Stone. We honor the 
memory of these and other great leaders of days gone by. We also honor 
those noble men who trudged the hills and dales to minister to their 
scattered flocks. Their dole was slim, their labor difficult, but despite 
all, they remained faithful to their sacred trust, for they loved the work 
which they were ‘called out’ to do. Stalwart too, were the laymen of 
those days who never thought it too much to walk long distances to hold 
prayer meetings at places, where, since then, flourishing churches have 
grown. 


Accurate statistics are lacking concerning the strength of the Asso- 
ciation during these early days, but Reverend W. F. Davies of Scranton, 
in his account of the Association’s first fifty years, estimated the mem- 
bership to be 450 or 500. As more and more Welsh people arrived, mem- 
bership grew to 904 by 1858. The decade of the 1860’s saw many more 
arriving, and by 1872 the membership numbered 2,021 persons. It con- 
tinued to gain through the years until it reached 3,382 in 1885. It de- 
clined somewhat after that for a short time, then began climbing again 
until it reached its highest record of 4,483 members in 1915. According 
to the available data, the greatest number of baptisms in any one year 
took place in 1914, at which time 786 persons were baptized into mem- 
bership of the various churches. The number of churches in the Associa- 
tion has varied over the years. New churches were organized nearly every 
year in the 1870’s and 1880’s. From the original twelve which formed 
the Association, the number had grown to twenty-five by 1872, and by 
1884, the peek year in so far as the number of member churches was con- 
cerned, the Association was made up of thirty-six churches, nineteen 
settled pastors, four ministers without charges, seven students preparing 
for the ministry and six licentiates. 


Since 1855, some forty-four churches have become defunct or have 
joined other associations. Some of the churches were very short-lived. 
In these cases, the Welsh miners stayed in the neighborhood for just a 
few years, then left to go where working conditions were better. The little 
chapels that they had organized were then disbanded. In other cases, the 
depleting of coal deposits in certain areas forced them to move elsewhere, 
which had devastating effects upon the Welsh Baptist churches in those 
areas. This acounts for the disappearance of once strong churches such 
as Carbondale, Pottsville and St. Clair. In still other instances, the 
growth of new English speaking generations led to secession of some 
churches from our Association and their affiliation with English-speak- 
ing associations. Today, our Association numbers twelve churches with 
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an approximate membership of 2,110, twelve ordained ministers, and 
two licentiates. Baptisms into membership of our churches average nine- 
ty each year, while deaths average about forty-four. 


The Association became a corporation when it received its charter 
in 188%, issued by Judge Stanley Woodward of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Luzerne County on August 24, 1887. The following trustees of 
the Association signed the charter: Evan J. Thomas, Drifton; T. D. 
Grifiths, Saint Clair; Benjamin Hughes, Hyde Park, Scranton ; Evan 
Rowlands, Wilkes-Barre ; and William James Richards, Warrior Run. 
Meetings were held quarterly for many years, then changed to sem1- 
annually, and after 1918, to annually. The last semi-annual meeting was 
held in Parsons, that same year. It became the custom to select the pas- 
tor of the church at which the annual meetings were held, to serve as 
moderator for the year. In 1885, it was decided to elect a moderator 
and vice moderator annually, the vice moderator of one year to become 
moderator the next year. The arrangement of a minister and a layman 
alternating each year, continued until 1941, when it was decided that a 
minister would serve one year and laymen serve the next two years. 


The Association’s sessions were held entirely in the Welsh language 
until the twentieth century. Then as the various churches, introduced 
English and restricted the use of Welsh, the Association did the same. 
Minutes of the Association were published at first in Welsh only, then 
in both languages, but after 1913 in English. 


The Association in its early years took deep interest in all the mis- 
sionary, educational and benevolent enterprises of the Northern Baptist 
Convention. No church ever existed in those days that did not devote 
the first Monday evening of each month, to pray for, and to speak on, 
missions. At the Centennial of Missions held in 1892, the churches rais- 
ed one thousand dollars for the work, and five members of the Associa- 
tion were made life members of the Baptist Missionary Union. The 
Welsh Home Mission Society of the Association was permanently organ- 
ized at the annual meetings held in Nanticoke in 1882. It was set up 
for the purpose of helping weak churches of the Association. The Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society as we know it today, was organized in 1912 
and the same year was endorsed as a participating department of the 
Association. Two years later in 1914, it received a permanent place in 
the programs of the annual meetings. 


Down through the years the Association has tried to help weak 
churches among its own membership as well as sending out money to 
assist in the work of missions both home and abroad. Missionary contri- 
butions have shown a marked and notable increase in recent years. Kach 
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church has its missionary group actively at work in sponsoring interest 
in this enterprise. Thanks to the good work of these groups there has 
been a steady increase in missionary giving and an increased interest in 
the missionary work of the denomination. Missionary gifts for the year 
1953-54 amounted to $7,029.07. An additional sum of $380.00 was raised 
for the work of the Baptist Orphanage at Philadelphia. Since 1939 a spe- 
cial Sunday of each year is set aside as ‘Orphanage Sunday’, at which 
time interest in the orphanage is emphasized and a special collection ta- 
ken for its support. 


Evangelism has always enjoyed a prominent place in ie program of 
the Association and its churches. Its special committee on Hvangelism, 
burning with zeal for God and the desire to see souls saved, recommended 
in 1906, that the noted evangelist, Reverend R. B. Jones of Porth, who 
had been very active in the Welsh Revival, be invited to come to America 
to conduct a series of revival meetings in the churches of the Association. 
He was given an invitation, arrived in 1907, and conducted services in all 
the churches, to which great accessions were made. Similar good work 
was done the following year by Reverend W. 8. Jones of Liwynpia, with 
the result that the churches were greatly deepened in the work of the Mas- 
ter. Revival meetings were held in Wilkes-Barre in 1918, and in Scranton 
in 1915, by Reverend William (Billy) Sunday, which were a great help 
to the churches of Luzerne and Lackawanna Counties, resulting in a large 
increase in the number of baptisms during that time. Our reports show 
that in 1913 in our various churches, there were 740 baptisms; in 1914, 
786; and in 1915, 370; which could be directly attributed to the evangel- 
istic campaigns we have mentioned. 


The spiritual welfare of our young people has likewise been of para- 
mount interest to the Association. The Baptist Young People’s Union, 
now the Baptist Youth Fellowship was organized at a quarterly meeting 
in Providence, Scranton, November 21 - 26, 1893. The Sunday School 
Association was organized at the annnual meetings held in the Bethel 
Church, Wilkes-Barre, May 1903. Both groups held annual meetings un- 
til October 3, 1919, when they agreed to hold combined conventions in the 
future. The first was held at the First Welsh Baptist Church, Scranton, 
on June 11, 1920. The two organizations have been extremely helpful 
both to the individual churches and to the Association. The Ladies’ Aid 
Societies and the Sewing Circles of the various churches were recognized 
in 1924, as branches of the Association and were permitted to elect two 


| delegates to represent them at the annual meetings. 


From time to time key resolutions were passed by the Association upon 
matters of importance which we feel significant enough to call to the at- 
tention of our readers. In 1921, a resolution was adopted providing that 
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memorial services for deceased members be made part of the annual meet- 
ings. The first service was held at the Bethel Church, Wilkes-Barre, in 
1922. In order to give dignity to the office of Moderator, it was ap- 
proved in 1925, that our Moderator be invited to attend all receptions 
or farewell meetings for pastors of the various churches. In 1925, the 
idea of a ‘theme’ for the Association’s meetings was first adopted, and 
each year thereafter, a different theme is selected for use in all Associa- 
tional meetings. A resolution was passed in 1937, providing that a 
special doctrinal sermon be preached at the Sunday morning service of 
the annual meetings. The Moderator of the year appoints the minister 
who is to deliver the sermon. This year our members will be asked to 
vote on certain changes in Articles eight and nine of the Constitution, 
governing Christian Ministry and Ordination. 


It has been suggested at different times, that we disband and the 
churches affiliate themselves with neighboring Baptist Associations. 
Such a proposal was first presented in 1912, then again in 1919, in both 
cases it being stated that our Association, Wyoming and Abington Asso- 
ciations, were over-lapping each other, and that greater good could be 
accomplished if we were consolidated as proposed. We, believing that 
great good can be done, and is being done through the Welsh Baptist 
Association, have consistently refused to give up our identity by merging 
ourselves into other associations. For some years after 1928, this Asso- 
ciation did cooperate with the Wyoming and Abington Associations in 
employing a secretary to represent them in connection with certain com- 
mon problems. Nothing permanent came of this arrangement, and it 
was soon dropped. | 


Remarkable activity has been shown in recent years in the matter of 
renovations and improvements to our various church properties. Our 
property valuation is at an all time high. In 1953-54, we had a reported 
valuation of $777,500.00, with an additional improvement program a- 
mong the churches for that year, costing $16,473.26. Also during that 
year, our churches reported $53,680.91 as the total of all church contri- 
butions. We note that all but three of our churches provide parsonages 
for their pastors. 


It is usual in an account such as this, to portray all of the good things 
which have happened during past years, but the trail has not always been 
plain, nor the road always smooth. Disagreements between different in- 
dividuals existed and some of them even came before the delegates. 
Money was difficult to come by, and there were times when officers of 
the Association had to borrow money from the Tirustees to pay the oper- 
ating expenses. At one time, the Treasurer loaned his own money in or- 
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der to keep things going. Some churches were unable to maintain them- 
selves, as we have seen. The property of such churches usually reverted 
to the Association. The church at Mayfield was sold by the Trustees 
in 1911, for $850.00; the Minersville church in 1918, for $1400.00; 
that of Danville in 1918, for $1050.00; and as late as 1931, the Mem- 
orial church of Scranton was sold to the Knights of Pythias. Funds re- 
ceived through such sales, went into the Trustee’s fund. 


Our Association has always taken a determined stand for that which 
is right. During the last days of slavery, we voiced our convictions re- 
garding that great evil, many times, and in no uncertain terms. And, 
down through the one hundred years of our existence, we have spoken 
out, time after time, against all public immoralities, such as intemper- 
ance and desecration of the sabbath. Through the means of resolutions, 
forwarded to our Presidents, Congressmen, and public officials of all 
kinds, we urged reform. Although these resolutions may not always have 
been effective, yet, because we sent them, the fact was established that 
this Association stood for certain ideals, and was not afraid to make 
these ideals publicly known. 


Through this one hundred year period, many preachers have labored 
long and faithfully in the churches. Many young men have gone into 
training for the ministry and have continued in the Master’s service as 
pastors of churches. Many of our members have been called from their 
labors, but those that remain, still continue to serve and are doing good 
work for the Master. Many of the laymen have acted as lay-preachers 
and have been helpful to weak churches through their consecrated and 
willing ministrations. Many laymen and women have worked hard and 
long to help our Association as it has moved down through the years. It 
is impossible to name them all without setting one higher than another, 
and perhaps omitting the names of some who did yeoman service in the 
earlier days. For this reason, we will not name any, but speak glowingly 
and in loving memory of all those who did so much to help the cause of 
Christ and His Kingdom through the channels of the Association. 


The good accomplished by the past one hundred years of labor cannot 
be measured by the twelve churches now in membership. It should be 
measured by the large number of English churches to be found all over 
Northeastern Pennsylvania which have grown to their present flourish- 
ing condition, from seed sown by ministers and members of our Associa- 
tion. 


It is not enough to eulogize the past, or to excuse the present, unless 
we realize that decreasing membership does not make for success. If we 
continue to decline at the same rate as we have during the past one hun- 
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dred years, it will be only a short time before the Association will be an 
organization of the past. This, we can prevent, by realizing that we still 
have work to do, and as we begin the second hundred years of existence, 
may we hear the call to duty, to service and to brotherhood. 


Let us go forward with Christ, in closer comradeship and richer ser- 
vice. 


’May His Name be Honored and Glorified, Forever, 


Amen. 


FIRST WELSH BAPTIST CHURCH 


Edwardsville, Pa. 


A Prayer meeting held in the home of Mr and Mrs. David Pritchard, 
in the fall of 1872, and attended by 18 persons, became the nucleus of 
what we now call the First Welsh Baptist Church of Edwardsville, Pa. 
Very soon thereafter, 11 more persons joined this group and continued 
to hold meetings in the Pritchard home until the spring of 1873. For 
the next six years, they worshipped in the little Red School House, dur- 
ing which time the Sunday School was organized. The charter was grant- 
ed in June 1873 and the group became the Baptist Church of Kingston, 
Pa. In September, 1873, they were received into the Welsh Baptist Asso- 
ciation. 


A piece of land was purchased on Green Street, ground broken in 
May 1879, and construction of the church began. The new building was 
dedicated on December 13th and 14th, 1879. This church was known as 
the Baptist Church of Kingston until 1884, when part of Kingston and 
Plymouth Townships were incorporated into a Borough, named Edwards- 
ville. The name of the church was then changed to the First Welsh Bap- 
tist Church of Edwardsville. 


In 1894, an addition was built to the auditorium and a baptistry con- 
structed. Until this time, the ordinance of baptism had been administer- 
ed in Toby’s Creek and the Susquehanna River. A parsonage was pur- 
chased and first occupied in 1928, but the Trustees were authorized to 
sell the property on August 1, 1947. 


Twelve Pastors have served the church since its beginning. They were: 
Revs. James R. Price, D. Roslyn Davis, Benjamin W. Thomas, E. Waldo 
James, Degan Williams, A. J. Morton, L. Ton Evans, Henry H. Harris, 
Emrys Thomas, E. Mona Jones, D. George Harries, and the Present 
Pastor, Thomas W. Hughes, who has served the church since June, 1931. 
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ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 


Mahanoy City, Pa. 


The only available records show that Zion Baptist Church was organ- 
ized in 1864 with a membership at that time of 62 persons. Records of 
the Welsh Baptist Association show the church in membership of the 
Association in 1872. 


We have no records which show when or how the church edifice came 
into being, however, over the years improvements and renovations have 
been made to the church. A parsonage is provided for use of the Pastor. 


The first recorded name of a Pastor of the church was that of Rev. 
James F. Richards, in 1894. Pastors who have served the church since 
that time are: Revs. W. I). Thomas, H. C. Williams, T. P. Morgan, 
George Hague. The church was without a Pastor from 1911 to 1923, 
but was helped faithfully by Rev. James V. Lewis. 


The present Pastor, Rev. Thomas Evans, began his ministry in the 
church in 1923, and begins this year, his 33rd year of faithful service 
to the church. 


NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH 
Nanticoke, Pa. 


Prayer meetings were held in private homes and preaching services 
were held in Grand Tunnel, Slaptown, and Scalpingtown, for some years 
before any plans were formulated to organize a church. Occasionally 
prayer and preaching services were held in the Presbyterian Church, 
then called the “Brick Church’, but more frequently in the ‘Old Union 
Building’ on East Main Street. In March or April 1870, a church was 
organized in this building. 


Soon after organization, steps were taken to secure a lot and build 
a place of worship. A plot of ground was secured from the Susquehanna 
Coal Company on what was known as Welsh Hill. Stones were gathered 
for the walls, which were finished in April, 1871. The building was 
erected and dedicatory services were held on the third Sunday of June, 
1871. The cost of the building was over $100.00. Services were held 
in both English and Welsh, although the church was a member of the 
Welsh Baptist Association. In 1877, the church became too small and it 
was necessary to build a new place of worship either for the English 
speaking or the Welsh speaking people. Lots were drawn, the English 
speaking group retaining control of the building, promising $600.00 to 
the Welsh to aid them in building. In 1880-81, the English speaking 
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group built a new place of worship, and in 1882, the Welsh built the pre- 
sent church building. The first public service was held October 22, 1882 ; 
first communion that same day; dedicatory services in November, 1882 ; 
and the first baptism, December 18, 1882. 


The following Pastors have served the church: Revs. Theophilus 
Jones, David Davies, J. P. Harris, Wm. F. Davies, Charles Jones, Thos. 
D. Morris, Jacob E. Davies, David J. Jones, Lewis M. Blackmere and 
John GC. Sorenson. David J. Jones, the present Pastor, returned and be- 
gan his second ministry on November 1, 1954. 


OLYPHANT WELSH BAPTIST CHURCH 


Olyphant, Pa. 


The Olyphant Welsh Baptist Church was formed in the year 1858 by 
a group of Welsh settlers. The Sunday School was organized in the home 
of David J. Powell, in 1859. The Church was organized on November 1, 
1859 and in the same month, was received into the Welsh Baptist Asso- 
ciation. A charter was granted on January 21, 1882, and signed by the 
following Trustees: Frederick Lloyd, Rees Morgan, Richard Morris, 
William Hoskins and Evan Miles. 


The small group of original members held Church and Sunday 
School services in homes and public buildings until the year 1870, when 


a frame edifice was erected on land donated by the Delaware and Hud- 
son Company. This building was dedicated on June 16, 1872. The edi- 
fice was enlarged in 1888, and a baptistry was built in the platform of 
the main auditorium. 


The building was destroyed by fire on March 20, 1891, but ground 
was soon broken for a new church building on October 28, 1891; then 
on March 20, 1892, the present church building was dedicated. During 
the re-building period, services were held in the Central School Building, 
the F. M. Opera House, and the Welsh C. M. Church. Many improve- 
ments have been made over the years including a parsonage which was 
built in 1922 at a cost of $7000.00. 


The following Pastors have served the church: Revs. Philip L. Davy- 
ies, Benjamin Bowen, Edward Jenkins, D. T. Evans, Thomas Evans, 
John A. Evans, George Hague, James V. Lewis, Thomas C. Evans, W. 
R. Prosser, Nathan T. Lewis, Edward Cuthbert, Elias Jones, Floyd Van 
Valkenburg, and Cortland R. Bryant. 
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THE WELSH BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF LAUREL RUN 


Parsons, Wilkes-Barre, Pa... 


In 1869, three men met in the office of the No. 3 Colliery, Hudson 
Coal Company, and formed a church. Services were first held in the old 
school house on Mill Street. Six men, William McGregor, Thomas Arm- 
strong, Elias Hughes, John John, James Armstrong, and John B. Grif- 
fith, who became the first Trustees, petitioned the Court of Common 
Pleas of Luzerne County, for articles of incorporation. A charter was 
granted on March 1, 1870, and the church became The Welsh Baptist 
Church of Laurel Run, Parsons, Pa. 


A site at 21 Hollenback Avenue, now known as Austin Avenue, was 
procured, and the first church building was completed in 1871. This 
church was destroyed by fire on April 24, 1907. Re-building was begun 
and completed by the end of 1908. Services were held during this period 
in the old Welsh Congregational Church, then situated on Oliver Street. 


Over the years many additions have been made to the building, and 
a parsonage was purchased at 148 Gardner Street. Again the church 
building was destroyed by fire on the night of February 4, 1925, and 
immediately, the work of cleaning up the debris, and re-building was 
begun. The corner stone of the new building was laid on Sunday after- 
noon, August 2, 1925, while the dedication of the new building was held 
June 27, 1926. 


The following Pastors have served the church: Revs. James Reese, 
Jonathan Edwards, David Davis, J. 8. Jones, D. T. Phillips, W. D. 
Thomas, J. M. Lloyd, M. H. Jones, R. EH. Williams, W. R. Evans, OC. O. 
Fuller, G. C. Walters, E. P. Brown, K. S. Meade, Milo D. Singer, and 
the present Pastor, Willard F. Edmunds, who began his pastorate in 
1944. 


FIRST WELSH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Plymouth, Pa. 


As early as 1865, a number of Welsh Baptist people settled in Ply- 
mouth, but failing to find a Baptist Church, they united with the Welsh 
Congregational Church. Some, however, retained membership in the 
Welsh Baptist Church of Providence, Scranton. The first step towards 
the establishment of a church, was the organization of a Sunday School 
on January 17, 1868. Then on July 25th and 26th, 1868, the little band 
of men and women were organizd into a church. Their meeting place 
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was an old school house near the Washington Breaker. The method of 
illumination for the evening services was by candle light; the candle- 
holders being made by driving two nails into the wall and placing the 
candle between them. 


The first call to a regular Pastor was given to Rev. W. D. Morgan on 
October 19, 1868, at which time the membership was 22 members. The 
first baptism was held in April, 1869. While the young minister and 
congregation were planning to build a church, disaster struck on Sep- 
tember 6, 1869, when the Avondale Breaker was destroyed by fire and 
108 men perished in the mine. Ten of these victims were members of 
this small band. Because of this catastrophe, the minister was forced 
to find employment in a store, preaching on Sundays and doing what 
pastoral work he could, in his now limited time. 


A lot was purchased in 1870, about 200 yards from the present build- 
ing, and a brick church erected upon it. Dedicatory services were held 
in August, 1871. This building was destroyed by fire in 1875. A hall 
was then rented for meetings until the end of 1876, when the present 
building was completed. The Powell Squib Factory explosion in 1889 
claimed the lives of 11 persons, three of whom were members of the 
church. 


Over the years, renovations and additions have been made to the 
church, and in 1922, the property next to it on Girard Avenue, was pur- 
chased to be used as a parsonage. 


The following Pastors have served the church: Revs. W. D. Morgan, 
Edward Jenkins, David Rhys Jones, Jacob E. Davies, D. Roslyn Davis, 
W. J. Morgan, E. Mona Jones, W. B. Jones, D. C. Evans, Fred L. Shitf- 
fer, W. A. R. Gilbride and the Present Pastor, Elwood G. Johnson, who 
began his ministry on February 14, 1954. 


WEST MARKET BAPTIST CHURCH 


Scranton, Pa. 


Many Welsh people came into this area as early as 1800, and in 1802 
a man by the name of Elder John Miller settled in the rural areas of 
the Abingtons and to him may be attributed much of the strength of the 
Baptist denominations in this part of the State. 


Twenty Eight Welsh people from what was then known as Provi- 
dence, Pa. gathered together in the Notch School House, in 1864, and 
organized the First Welsh Baptist Church of Providence, which later 
became known as the West Market Street Welsh Baptist Church of 
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THEME — “A Century of — WHAT?” 
Acts 10:38 — “He Went About Doing Good.” 


One dHundnedth 
Annual ‘Meetings 


Of The 


Welsh Laptiat Jraacciation 


BAPTIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


And 
WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETIES 
Of 
NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 


At The 


Bethel Welah Gaptiat Chuneh 


Friday — Saturday — Sunday 
May 13, 14, 15, 1955 


OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION 


DE SBEICOT Stee ae habeus cee ace des Harold Davis, Olyphant, Pa. 
Vice Moder ator.ecrrsseeoseessseeeee Rev. W. G. Edmunds, Parsons, Pa. 
OCT ORTISE ton ey aaa Llewellyn Lewis, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
PEOSUT OF eas aidaua Elmer R. Edwards, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


Reception Committee 
Mrs. Gomer Evans, Mrs. Harry G. Thomas 








‘Program 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON — 2:00 P.M. 
Baptist Youth Fellowship and Sunday Schools 
MR. EDWARD FIELDING, Presiding 


See OL V1 Ore Ee eee in hea ewert ones eee reas Ralph Evans, Chorister 
Ce Ee VV OL Sri le eee os ae Sandra Jones, Bethel Baptist Church 
SESGRS 5] g CRUMP PUNE Gh alii CARNE eae Benjamin Roberts, Jr., Bethel Baptist Church 
acti Tg) geet Sanh AERO et SONS oe bs hii tia UR Janet Gibbon, Bethel Baptist Church 
Address Of Welcome........................ Mrs. Agnes Robinson, Bethel Baptist Church 
PEO see ee ee a a Harry White, Scranton 


Roll Call Of Officers — Roll Call Of Delegates 

Reading Of Minutes — Report Of District Officers 
Unfinished Business — New Business 

Report Of Nominating Committee — Election Of Officers 
Musical Selection 


AN eee oe Ce we ee ee Rev. Roland Wroten, Scranton 
Offering — Offertory PYayel........nne-n0 Rev. Milo D. Singer, Wilkes-Barre 
Hymn 

eae bY, 4G) (Neca doe stele Wey Wey eS Oe GE A SOOM lee Eek a 3 Rev. Wroten 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON — 5:30 P.M. 
Baptist Young People’s Banquet 


PAE TARR DSBs OT Ae) es SO RAE od AONE AON Sra Ca Aga et RE RUB et Bs a 6S. America 
RPC FCELULOIS. ented Bra isnot ata Mage nihinas vase ee ees Edward Fielding, Edwardsville 
SSE Sa ROE RS ied ae eR eae Oe mia HAIR OUR iy Elvira Panaway, Parsons 
ODES a gee Vent Rts OSS SR Rp hail e B Daniel Jones, Scranton 
Dinner — Women Of Bethel Baptist Church 

OE START ETE 6S REESE RINK pe 8 RIES EY SA ee Ralph Evans, Chorister 
Renta SCLOCTION 0100 ae ca ee a oe Parsons B. Y. F. 
Introduction Of Present Officers 

ED TS OSE a Aa aM 2 1 SNE Be ORR LR IAB nat fd batt a Mk! Taylor B. Y. F. 
A RE ea PRAM De OB SO BAe MRRP acre k SOO LS Be Plymouth B. Y. F. 
Lg CSS Tt 5 ee UN cer OS Bh ROE ee we Mr. Lovering, Plains 
mereats) SClOCTION 55h 0 a cpasiamia nd eantoueatit Osea tenets Bethel B. Y. F. 
Introduction Of New Officers 

ER EST tb Mc ta Re Rk MAN Sr 2S Sale DS West Market Street B. Y. F. 
Song 

Benediction 


FRIDAY EVENING — 8:00 P.M. 


Shay aA P SLT ag De, Se OLS, ARAL oh, 3 USCA aE ee Ralph Evans, Chorister 
1 oy Ge me 16. Wey chsh VIGO) AR OOM OR Be," EERO n ete ne Parsons Baptist B. Y. F. 
Special Selection 

Offering — Offeratory Prayet......- ccm. Rev. William James, Warrior Run 
Hymn 

PEO TOSS 25 eis csen Miss Ruth Swenk, Director Youth For Christ, Pottsville 
Hymn 

inptallation OF Ofticers. ee Rev. Milo D. Singer, Wilkes-Barre 
Hymn 

bea Toten fet 9 Te (ee paras ia lle eiA Sen me enna U5. LS A Sa a a Ed Miss Swenk 
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SATURDAY MORNING — 9:30 A.M. 
MR. HAROLD DAVIS, Moderator 


9:30 a.m. Moderator’s Prayer Service 

10:00 am. Hymn 
Scripture and Prayerv................ Rev. Elwood G. Johnson, Plymouth 
Roll Call Of Delegates 
Address Of Welcome.............. John Dumble, Bethel Baptist Church 
PLES PORBG).on.tuec ne fey Joseph J. Dower, Shenandoah 
Report Of Credentials Committee, Welcome To New Ministers 
Invitation To Visitors, Rules Of Procedure, 
Reading Of Church Letters. 
Election Of Officers 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


Christian Stewardship, Denominational Literature, Social 
Movements, Denominational Progress, Baptist Institute and 
Orphanage, Examining Committee, Pastoral Changes, Lay- 
men’s Council, Evangelism, Press, Camp Keystone, Arrange- 
ments, Sunday Schools and B. Y. F., Missionary Societies, One 
Hundredth Anniversary, Statistical, Missionary Committee, 
Chairman Children’s Work. 

Member - State Nominating Committee — 

Member - State Board Of Managers 

Missionary Address 


Hymn 
Benediction 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON — 2:00 P.M. 
raheieinda BSUTVICG ais, sala Rev. Thomas H. Jones, Dalton 


2:30 p.m. Four conferences will be held under the direction of State Con- 
vention Officers. 


| 3:30 p.m. Reports — Treasurer - Trustees - Auditors 

| Unfinished Business 

Payment Of Bills 

Incoming Moderator’s Address and Appointments 
Report Of Resolution Committee 

New Business 

Place Of Meeting 

Hymn 

Benediction 


SATURDAY EVENING — 7:00 P.M. 


Noson Lawen 
Hymn 
BO VOLMOIIS cleat) orn ae Rev. Willard Edmunds, Parsons 
Service of Song..Conducted by Mr. & Mrs. Al Williams, Scranton 
Offering-Offeratory Prayer..Rev. Thomas A. Thomas, W-Barre 
Hymn 
Benediction 


[17] 


SUNDAY MORNING — 9:30 A.M. 


10:30 am. Hymn 


9:30 a.m. Prayer And Praise Service... Richard J. Jones, Leader 
Scripture And Prayev............ Rev. William James, Warrior Ru 
Raleetion ce a ee Bethel Junior Choir 
Announcements — Offering 
Hymn 
Doctrinal Sermon.......-.... Rev. Thomas W. Hughes, Edwardsville 
Hymn 
Benediction 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON — 2:00 P.M. 


Missionary Meeting 
MRS. PHILIP BUFTON, Presiding 


Hymn 

Devotions 

Memorial Service 
Announcements — Offering 
Hymn 

Benediction 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON — 3:00 P.M. 


Combined Meeting of Missionary Societies, Laymen’s Council 
And Young People. 

Meade Street Baptist Church 

Historical Pageant depicting important events in life of our 

Association under direction of Rev. Willard Edmunds, Parsons 


SUNDAY EVENING — 6:00 P.M. 


Somg SOrviCen..n.eeee...sssneeceecsenseeeeeneeeseesemunnnsseessuaqnanecee Richard J. Jones, Leader 
Scripture ANd Prayer... a.ceaeenccccneseeeensncseeeene Rev. Milo D. Singer 
PT ETON ess leiden depos ante paepd ihren certo ele CRE OL @ OE Sse 
Announcements — Offering 

Hymn 

PROT UON oe Rev. David J. Griffith, First Baptist Church 


Mansfield, Pa. 
Communion Service....Rev. Milo D. Singer with Guest Ministers 


Hymn 
Benediction 

MEALS WILL BE SERVED 
Bey Eee aoe eee ene n ester manteettenneemmn tenn 4:30 P.M. 
SN bg 6 iy! MR aL SEE ERS NE Me 12:30 P.M. and 5:00 P.M. 
CL] TE CTG |: 4) JRE Ee EERE BASS 12:00 Noon and 4:30 P.M. 


Resrvations may be made with the entertaining church for 
those staying overnnight. 
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HISTORY, Continued 


Scranton, Pa. Richard Harris and John P. Lewis were the first deacons 
of the church, and William Hughes, was the first Sunday School Super- 
intendent. : 


Dissatisfied after meeting for two years in the school house, the mem- 
bership decided to buy a lot closer to the center of the town. A lot was 
purchased for $300.00 in 1866, and a church edifice built on the present 
site. Rev. John Evans came from Wales to be its first Pastor and the 
church soon became one of the leading churches in this part of the town. 


The following Pastors have served the church: Revs. John Evans, 
Vaughn Davis, Thomas Lewis, Jacob Davies, John Morris, Thomas 
Price, W. F. Davis, D. C. Edwards, J. C. Jones. The present Pastor, 
Thomas H. Jones, began his ministry in 1945. 


FIRST WELSH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Shenandoah, Pa. 


The First Baptist Church was organized January 28, 1867. Previous 
to that time, services had been held in the various homes. The number 
of members increased and they secured the use of the old Brown School 
House on the site of the present Lincoln school at Lloyd and West 
Streets. 


The Welsh people of the Baptist, Congregational and Calvinistic 
Methodist denominations united in these services, but as the number of 
people of each denomination grew, each, arranged for services of its own. 
The membership in 1867 - 68 included many of the prominent men of 
the town at the time, and many immigrants from Wales, who worked as 
coal miners. 


The first Pastor was Rev. David Evans, from whom, the site of the 
present church was purchased for $50.00. Many improvements have been 
made to the church. In 1905, it was completely remodeled. Again in 
1916, the interior was remodeled and a gift of new windows were made. 
The church was re-dedicated on Sunday, January 7, 1917. In 1925, the 
Sunday School room was remodeled and in 1930, the kitchen and fur- 
nace room as well. The church was badly damaged by fire on February 
Breer Oe GR tente Of LOCO IG. eo Rte ae gto oe 


Rey. David Evans was the first Pastor, followed by: Revs. H. G. 
James, Joseph Jones, Moses Wright, (called but died before he was in- 
stalled), David Jones, D. S. Thomas, David Ivor Evans, W. B. Jones, A. 
J. Cook, George W. L. Moody, Russel A. Pavy, George A. Kevorkian, 
Josiah H. Rhoads, Harold Bater, and William EH. Cox. 
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FIRST WELSH BAPTIST CHURCH 


Taylor, Pa. 


On February 27, 1869, a band of God fearing Welsh settlers met in 
a carpenter shop of the Taylorville mines, D. L. & W. Coal Company, 
and organized the First Welsh Baptist Church of Taylorville, now known 
as Taylor, Penna., and were received into the Welsh Baptist Association 
in September of that year. 


Religious services were held in a one room school on South Main 
Street opposite the old Memorial Cemetery for some time until a tract of 
land was secured from the D. L. & W. Coal Company upon which the — 
church was built. Many of the early members were baptized in a creek 
near the Taylor Railroad station, it being impossible to have a baptistry 
in the church, due to an inadequate water system in the town. 


Between 1888 and 1890 a dissention arose in the church over the 
constant use of the Welsh language and many people left and formed an 
English Baptist Church, now known as the Calvary Baptist Church, re- 
ducing the membership from 305 to 146. Within two years many of 
them returned. 


Many improvements have been made to the church over the years, 
the most recent begun in September, 1951, included a complete renova- 
tion of the old church building with many additions to it. 


Three of our young men have gone forth into the full time ministry; 
Morgan Watkins, Charles Emory, and Clarence Howells. 


The folowing Pastors have served the church: Reverends D. Roslyn 
Davis, D. W. Morris, Charles Jones, Rev. Thomas, J. M. Lloyd, D. C. 
Edwards, Wm. D. Reese, James V. Lewis, William J. Morgans, Hleazer 
Davis, Kenneth L. Garrison, David Morris and Donald D. Stout. 


THE FIRST WELSH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Warrior Run, Pa. 


The first services were held in the home of Mrs. Gaynor Lloyd on 
Orchard Street, August 1883, led by Rev. Wm. F’. Davies, Pastor of Nebo 
Baptist Church, Nanticoke, Pa. A formal organization meeting was 
then held in October, 1883, by 13 persons who had obtained their letter 
of dismissal from Nebo Baptist Church. The new congregation was ad- 
mitted into membership of the Welsh Baptist Association in August, 
1884. 
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For a time, services were held in Pearson’s Hall, until the church was 
built on a piece of land leased from the D. L. & W. Coal Company in 
1887; the land was later purchased outright and the deed recorded 
August 24, 1907. The church was dedicated December 20, 1891. 


Baptismal services were held occasionally in what was known as the 
lower dam, which was used as a water supply for the Warior Run Col- 
liery, as well as in the creek at Askam. The first baptism took place in 
February, 1883; a hole having been chopped in the thick ice before the 
| people could be baptized. Members had to walk one mile to the nearest 
| house after being baptized. This was eliminated by the construction of 

a baptistry in the auditorium of the church. | 


The church was damaged severely by subsidence and mine stripping 
operations in August, 1950, at which time, it was necessary to move the 
building to the front of the lot. New foundations were laid and exten- 
Sive repairs are being made to the building. 


There is no accurate list obtainable of the Pastors who have served 
the church. Many of them served as supply pastors while serving as re- 
gular pastors in other churches of the Association. The present Pastor, 
Rey. William R. James, served as Sunday School Superintendent for 21 
years, as deacon for many years, was licensed to preach May 17, 1947, 
and was ordained into the full time ministry, July 27, 1954. He has 
served as Pastor of the church since 1947. 


BETHEL WELSH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


Prior to 1882, groups met in the home of Joseph Parry on Stanton 
Street, but in 1882, a group of 30 people met to worship God in a school 
house located on Parrish Street, near where the present church stands. 
The first members were originally members of the Welsh Baptist Church 
on Meade Street but due to the distance and difficulty of traveling, they 
formed a new church which was admitted into the Welsh Baptist Asso- 
ciation in 1884. The church was organized in 1884, a lot purchased on 
the corner of Loomis and Parrish Streets, and church edifice erected. 


It was remodelel and enlarged in 1902, with further improvements 
made in 1910 and 1911. Extensive alterations involving large expendi- 
tures were made in 1926. The mortgage for this work was burned on 
October 25, 1939, at a special service held for that purpose. A parsonage 
was purchased for use of the Pastor of the church, and in 1950 repairs 
were made to the church and to the parsonage. Again in 1954, a new 
heating plant was installed in the church. 
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The following Pastors have served the church: Revs. Edward Jen- 
kins, W. Ogwenydd Evans, A. J. Morton, Henry H. Evans, D. C. EKd- 
wards, J. Dwight Roberts, James V. Lewis, Gomer Evans, G. Gordon 
Berry. The present Pastor, Milo D. Singer, began his ministry in April, 


1950. 


FIRST WELSH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


It is believed that Welsh Baptists began to arrive in Wilkes-Barre in 
some numbers about the year 1865, but they were scattered throughout 
this section. As far as can be learned, Welsh Baptists held some preach- 
ing services at the First Baptist Church, then on Northampton Street, 
between Franklin and River Streets. Welsh preachers from surrounding 
neighborhoods conducted the preaching services, while week night ser- 
vices were held in the homes of the members. 


In June, 1868, in Phoenix Hall, they organized themselves into a 
Welsh Baptist Church. The church continued to depend upon supply 
preachers until 1869 when the membership called the Rev. Theophilus 
Jones from Mahanoy City, he becoming their first regular Pastor. Their 
meetings had been held in various places: The school house on Rolling 
Mill Hill, in the Empire section, First Baptist Church, Phoenix and 
Sutton Halls on Public Square, and Williams’ Hall on Hast Market 
Street. A permanent meeting house was erected on Sheridan Street, 
sometime in 1873, at an approximate cost of $7,500.00. 


Work was begun on a new church, located on Meade Street, in 1888. 
It was finished in 1889, but before the new church could be completed, 
the old church on Sheridan Street was destroyed by fire. During the 
transitional period, the members worshipped in Jeremy Hall until work 
was completed on the new building. Dedicatory services for the new 
church edifice were held on August 17th, 18th, and 19th, 1889. Improve- 
ments have been made to the property through the years. A parsonage 
has been built as well as a home for the janitor. The entire church prop- 
erty is valued at $85,000.00. 


The church has been served by the following Pastors: Revs. Theophil- 
us Jones, Ebenezer Edwards, Sampson Jones, John T. Lloyd, W. J. 
John, Joseph M. Lloyd, Gomer Evans, W. R. Evans, James V. Lewis, 
Edward B. Wycoff, Daniel Wilson, E. D. Hettinger, Lloyd Williams, 
and Roland L. Miller. The present Pastor, Rev. Thomas A. Thomas, 
began his ministry, February 1, 1955. 
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PRESENT and FORMER MEMBER CHURCHES 


of the 


WELSH BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
of NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 


| CHURCH 
| Alden 


| Antrim 
Arnot 

| Ashland 

| Audenreid 


| Beechwood 


Belmont 
Bloomsburg 


| Blossburg 


Brisbin 
Broad Top 
Carbondale 
Centralia 
Danville 
Drifton 
Dudley 
Dunmore 
Dutchtown 
Kcekley 
Edwardsville, Immanuel 


| Edwardsville, Welsh 

| Forest City 

| Freeland 

| Frostburg, Md. Welsh Memorial 
| Gowen 


Johnstown, Memorial 


| Lansford 


Lee Park, Tabernacle 


| Lindsey 
| Mahanoy City, Zion 


Mayfield 
Minersville 
Morris Run 


| Mount Carmel 
Nanticoke, Nebo 


Olyphant 


Founded 


1884 
1873 
1874 
1857 
1867 
1886 
1853 
1853 
1853 
1876 
1857 
1833 
1866 
1848 
1878 
1863 
1851 
1868 
1860 
1887 
1873 
1889 
1888 
1868 
1884 
1854 
1878 
1897 
1896 
1864 
1875 
1835 
1864 
1872 
1870 
1859 
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Present Status 


Disbanded, 1888 
Short-lived 
Disbanded, 1895 
Reading Association 
Disbanded, 1917 
Short-lived 
Disbanded, 
Short-lived 
Short-lived 
Disbanded, 
Short-lived 
Disbanded, 
Short-lived 
Disbanded, 
Disbanded, 
Short-lived 
Short-lived 
Short-lived 
Short-lived 
Wyoming Association 
Welsh Association 
Disbanded, 1890 
Disbanded, 1889 

Maryland Association 
Disbanded, 1895 

Western Penna. Association 
Reading Association 
Wyoming Association 
Disbanded, 1910 

Welsh Association 
Disbanded, 1910 
Disbanded, 1920 
Disbanded, 1895 
Disbanded, 1888 

Wesh Association 

Wesh Association 


1876 


1896 zg 


1898 


1910 
1890 





CHURCH 


Pittston, Welsh 
Plymouth, Welsh 
Pottsville 

Saint Clair 

Scranton, First Welsh 
Scranton, Memorial 
Scranton, West Market 
Shamokin 

Shenandoah 

Slatington 

Spring Brook 

Summitt Hill 

Taylor 

Upper Lehigh 
Wanamie 

Warrior Run 
Wisconisco 
Wilkes-Barre, Bethel 
Wilkes-Barre, First Welsh 
Wilkes-Barre, Parsons 


Founded 


1851 
1868 
1832 
1853 
1850 
1864 
1864 
1883 
1867 
1861 
1886 
1850 
1869 
1867 
1870 
1864 
1868 
1884 
1868 
1870 
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Present Stafus 


Merged, Pittston, First, 1930 
Welsh Association 
Disbanded, 1896 
Disbanded, 1900 
Abington Association 
Disbanded, 1931 
Welsh Association 
Disbanded, 1885 
Welsh Association 
Reading Association 
Disbanded, 1889 
Disbanded, 1918 
Welsh Association 
Disbanded, 1889 
Disbanded, 1878 
Welsh Association 
Harrisburg Association 
Welsh Association 
Welsh Association 
Welsh Association 





The Welsh Baptists In America -- An Evaluation 


The occasion of the one hundredth anniversary of the formation of 
the Welsh Baptist Association of Northeastern Pennsylvania seems an 
auspicious time to review briefly the role played by Welshmen in further- 
ing the Baptist cause in the United States. A strongly religious people, 
imbued with a love of democracy and the right of freedom of conscience, 
the Welsh welcomed the appearance of the new varieties of Christian 
dissent which made their appearance in Britain in the seventeenth cen- 
tury. The Baptist faith, in particular, gained many early converts a- 
mong them, and soon a flourishing Baptist movement led by capable 
leaders made strong headway among the Welsh people. Persecuted fierce- 
ly by the leaders of the established Church, many Welsh Baptists « - 
fered the indignities and degradations of an intolerant ave r-“-- wan 
give up their newly found faith. Others fled from persecution to come 
to the new world in the hope of worshipping unmolested. 


S9907%2 


Among those who fled the religious intolerance of the homeland was 
the Reverend John Myles, considered by many to be the founder of the 
Baptist faith in Wales. Accompanied by the members of the little con- 
gregation which he had founded at Ilston near Swansea, Myles sought 
haven in Plymouth Colony in 1663. Here not far from the Rhode Island 
boundry line he re-established his church and named the new settlement 
Swansea in honor of the Welsh town from which most of his little group 
had come. His church became the mother church to many daughter con- 
gregations. It is still in existence and rates as one of the oldest Baptist 
churches in America. It would seem that the coming of Myles and his 
group marked the first apearance of Welsh Baptists in America. 


Still later in the century, many Welsh immigrants were attracted by 
the liberal terms offered by the great William Penn in order to gain 
settlers for his new colony of Pennsylvania. Dissatisfaction with the 
religious and economic conditions at home led many Welsh Baptists to 
take advantage of his offers. They came to Pennsylvania to settle in 
Philadelphia and the surrounding country. From the very beginning 
these Welsh Baptists, both ministers and laymen, played a vital role in 
establishing the Baptist faith in the middle colonies. Indeed, the histor- 
ians of the Philadelphia Baptist Association (which when it was founded 
in 1707 was the mother Baptist group for the middle colonies) give full 
praise and credit to the Welsh Baptists in this early pioneering work by 
stating in their history that “the Philadelphia Association originated 
with churches planted by members from Wales”. 
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Some seven early Baptist churches of the Philadelphia area were 
founded by Welsh immigrants. Many others were organized with the 
aid of Welsh Baptist ministers, and undoubtedly included Welshmen a- 
mong the members of their congregations. Included among the churches 
founded by Welsh immigrants was historic Pennepek Church, mother 
church of the Baptist churches of the middle colonies. It dates from the 
coming of a group of Welsh Baptist immigrants in 1683 who joined with 
others to found the church in January, 1688. Two of the Welsh imm1- 
grants, Samuel Jones and Evan Morgan, served as co-pastors, while the 
old Welsh Bible which they brought with them from Wales continued to 
be used in the church well into the eighteenth century. 


Other churches founded by Welsh Immigrants included the Tredytf- 
frin or Great Valley church, 1711; the Brandywine church, 1715; the 
Montgomery church, 1719; the Tulpohoken church of Berks County, 
1738; and the First Baptist church of Philadelphia, 1745. There had 
always been a strong Welsh element among the Baptists of Philadelphia. 
They worshipped together as a city branch of the Pennepek church for 
many years. When they set themselves up as a separate church, they 
chose as their first pastor, Jenkin Jones, a Welsh immigrant preacher. 


Two other historic colonial Baptist churches were founded by Welsh 
immigrants. The first was the noted Welsh Tract or “emigrating 
church” of Iron Hill near Newark, Delaware. It dates from 1701 when 
a group of Baptists from. Pembrokenshire and Carmarthenshire organ- 
ized themselves into a church and made the trip across the Atlantic as a 
“church emigrant”. They settled at first among their Welsh Baptist 
brethren at Pennepek but eventually located in the Delaware Welsh Tract 
in 1703. The beautiful permanent little edifice which they erected in 
1746, enclosed by its small cemetery, is considered today to be one of 
Delaware’s historic monuments. 


The other historic church was established by Welsh Baptist Immi- 
grants from Delaware attracted to the Peedee River region of South 
Carolina then being opened up to settlement. Long known as the Welsh 
Neck church, it was founded in 1738 and became the mother church to 
some thirty-eight Baptist churches in South Carolina. I¢ still survives 
today. 


An array of Welsh ministers did valient work in promoting the Bap- 
tist cause in America during the colonial period, chiefly in the Philadel- 
phia area. Such men as Evan Morgan, Samuel Jones, Nathaniel Jenkins, 
Thomas Griffiths, Elisa Thomas, and Hugh Davis, to mention a few, 
not only ministered to their own Welsh congregations, but made frequent 
missionary tours, aided in the setting up of new churches, wrote and dis- 
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seminated tracts and other types of literature, and played the role of 
Baptist patriarchs generally in Philadelphia and the surrounding coun- 
try. Not to be forgotten, too, were Welsh Baptist leaders who rate among 
our country’s leading colonial religious figures: Abel’ Morgan, Senior, 
the noted devine who produced Cyd-goriad Egwyddorawl o’r Serythurau, 
| the first Welsh Concordance of the Bible, published in Philadelphia in 
1730; Abel Morgan, Junior, founder of Fogg’s Manor Academy, the 
first Baptist educational institution in America; Benjamin Griffiths, 
| renowned scholar and first historian of the American Baptists; Morgan 

Edwards, scholar, historian, and one of the founders of Brown Univer- 
| sity; and David J ones, missionary to the Indians and perhaps the most 
famous chaplain of the American Revolutionary armies. 


In the Post-Revolutionary period, Welsh immigration set in again 
and included many devoted to Baptists beliefs. One such was the noted 
| Reverend Morgan John Rhees, ardent liberal, democrat, and champion 
of the rights of man. Hounded out of his native Wales, he came to Am- 
| erica in 1794 and three years later founded the little Welsh Baptist com- 
| munity of Beulah in Cambria County, western Pennsylvania. The 
| church that he founded in 1797 is now the Ebensburg Baptist church, 
| one of the oldest, if not the oldest Baptist church to be established in 
| the newly developing western frontier. 


| Small Welsh agricultural communities soon grew up in Oneida 
| County, New York, and in the Ohio country generally. Baptists were 
| among these early settlers and were responsible for the founding of 
, Welsh Baptist churches at Utica in 1801 and at Bordwell near Remsan 
| In 1809, both in Oneida County, New York; at Welsh Hills near Gran- 
| ville, Ohio, in 1808; and at Radnor, Ohio, in 1816. 


It was not, however, until the decade of the 1840’s, that Welsh emi- 
| gration to America assumed serious proportions. Then it was that bad 
times at home plus the agricultural and industrial opportunities offered 
by. America combined to attract Welsh settlers to America. From the 
1840°s onwards, thousands came yearly to America: some to take up 
farms in the newly developing west, many more to seek employment in 
and to contribute their skilled labor to the iron, steel, anthracite, and 
bituminous coal industries. Pennsylvania and Ohio attracted the great- 
| est majority, and these two states still rate today as the greatest centers 
of Welsh Settlement. Thousands of Welsh Baptists joined in the vast 
migration, and soon a score and more of small Baptist chapels could be 
found among the respective Welsh settlements. A total of some one hun- 
dred and seventy-two such were established, the overwhelming majority 
in the Pennsylvania anthracite mining fields, the home of the Associa- 
tion whose centennial year we are now celebrating. 
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Love of worship in the mother tongue was ever dear to the Welshman. 
It was but natural that love of mother tongue and their common cultural 
traditions should bind together the various Welsh communities establish- 
ed in America. It was but natural, too, that this cultural unity should 
result in a type of religious unity among the respective Welsh creeds. 
Through such unity came spiritual strength so greatly needed to face the 
many problems besetting these foreign-language speakers in their new 
environment. To the extent that church polity and traditions would per- 
mit, such unity was attempted, and the Welsh Baptists played an active 
role in molding such organizations. 





Five associations, called gymanfas by the Welsh, were formed by the 
Welsh Baptists in the nineteenth century. These linked together in a 
loose union the churches of a given geographical district. The first and 
oldest, the New York or Oneida Gymanfa, was organized in the 1830’s; 
the Ohio and Western Pennsylvania Gymanfa in 1839; the Wisconsin 
Gymanfa in the 1860’s; the Trans-Mississippi Gymanfa in the 1870’s; 
and the Hastern Pennsylvania Gymanfa, the only one still in existence, 
in 1855. 


The gymanfa was at first merely a preaching festival held annually 
at a given church and attended by representatives of the various Welsh 
Baptist churches of a given geographical area. At such festivals, preach- 
ers vied with each other to instill the truths of Christianity within the 
hearts of their listeners and to encourage them to live lives of Christian 
righteousness. Interspersed between sermons would take place marvelous 
group singing of that beauty and ardor for which the Welsh people have 
acquired a world-wide reputation. At the end of the festival, all would 
return to their homes, immeasurably strengthened spiritually. 


In time, however, the gymanfa became a business session devoted to 
the interests of the denomination. To the extent that Baptist church 
polity would permit, certain problems common to all the churches would 
be considered. Gymanfa sessions rotated annually among the member 
churches, serving the purpose of reinvigorating Baptist Christian en- 
thusiasm as well as serving as a convenient arena where problems of gen- 
eral interest to all the congregations could be threshed out so that re- 
commendations could be taken home to the respective churches. Strong 
stands in support of the abolition of slavery and on behalf of temperance 
were taken at these meetings; recommendations that careful screening 
be given the numerous preachers who came over from the homeland to 
weed out the unfit were made; enthusiastic support of the home and for- 
ign missionary activities of the Northern Baptist Convention was given ; 
and a host of problems concerning ways to increase church attendance, 
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add new members, and the like, were considered. Beyond this point the 
gymanfa never went, leaving the individual congregations complete free- 
dom to follow its recommendations or not. In the case of the Hastern 
Pennsylvania Gymanfa, however, a closer type of unity developed even- 
tually. 


Association through the gymanfas unified the Welsh Baptists, and 
this unity was supplemented by the good work rendered by the various 
Welsh Baptist periodicals which eventually made their appearance on 
the American scene. Seven such, six in the Welsh language, flourished 
over a period of years. Four had brief careers, but three rendered valiant 
service to the Baptist cause in America. Y Seren Orllewinol (The Wes- 
tern Star) was founded by the Reverend W. T. Phillips in 1844, Pub- 
lished at first at Utica, it was later edited by the Reverend John T. 
Harries of Minersville and published at Pottsville. It enjoyed a twenty- 
three year career and last appeared in 1867. Y Glorian (The Balance), 
edited by Reverends W. L. Evans, D. J. Nicholas, and G. Aubrey, was 
first published at Pittsburgh in 1872, then later at Youngstown. It en- 
joyed a twenty-two year career and was last published in 1894. Best 
known of all was Y Wawr Americanaidd (The American Dawn) edited 
and published by the noted Reverend Owen Griffiths (Giraldus) in 
New York City. It first appeared in 1876 and continued to be published 
for twenty years until the death of Griffiths in 1896. All three periodi- 
cals were monthlies. They contained selected sermons; comments on 
Sunday School activities and problems; reports on the respective gyman- 
fas; columns of deaths, births, and marriages; poetry; and articles of 
general interest. Copies of these magazines were to be found in the 
homes of most of the Welsh Baptists. The profound influence exerted 
by these little journals upon the Welsh-speaking Baptists can well be 
imagined. 


Very few of the Welsh Baptist ministers were college trained men. 
Even if they had been, it is doubtful whether many of the little chapels 
could have afforded to hire them. Most of the preachers were well-in- 
formed men having obtained their knowledge through self-discipline, 
diligent application, and the hard school of experience generally. Many 
worked side by side with their parishioners in the coal mines. Upon ob- 
taining sufficient background in theology and a knowledge of the Welsh 
Bible and the Welsh Commentaries, they presented themselves to their 
fellow Baptists as candidates for ordination. In due time and after ser- 
ving as student preachers they were examined carefully by a special com- 
mittee composed of both lay and clerical representatives. If found wor- 
thy they were then ordained. As the years went by a general awareness 
of the need for more formally trained clergymen became felt. Interest in 
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collecting funds to send worthy applicants to the seminary became gen- 
eral. To the extent that funds would permit, every effort was made to 
obtain formally trained ministers. Many of the churches still rely, how- 
ever, upon the old fashioned preacher, self-educated in theology and re- 
ligion, but well-informed and well-equipped to handle the problems of 
human nature and human relationships. 


With the passing of the years, the process of Americanization as well 
as changing conditions within th coal fields, greatly affected the Welsh 
Baptist churches. As the older immigrant generation passed from the 
scene and a new vigorous English-speaking crop of youngsters took its 
place, demands that services be held in English became increasingly in- 
sistent. In some cases, the Welsh oldsters, ever loyal to their mother 
tongue, refused to make this concession. Secession from the Welsh 
church followed, with the younger element setting up a new daughter 
church, English in services. Particularly was this true of the Pennsyl- 
vania coal fields. It was not long, however, before the wisdom of intro- 
ducing English was realized. One after another the Welsh Baptist chur- 
ches did so, at first holding services in both languages, then gradually 
restricting the Welsh services, and finally abandoning them completely. 
By the decade of the 1920’s practically all were English in services, al- 
though the dearly beloved Welsh hymns were retained and are still sung 
today. 


The process of Americanization led, too, in some cases to merger of 
Welsh churches with stronger neighboring Baptist churches, English in 
services, or the secession of some churches from the Welsh gymanfas and 
their affiliation with English-speaking associations. This tendency, plus 
the bad economic conditions that beset certain of the mining districts 
which caused the Welsh miners to seek work elsewhere, accounts for the 
disappearance of many of the Welsh Baptist churches established during 
the nineteenth century. Of the one hundred and twenty-two of Welsh 
foundation, only thirty-three survive today, twenty-seven located signi- 
ficantly in Pennsylvania. 


Americanization sounded the deathknell for the Welsh Baptist gy- 
manfas, too. One by one they disappeared from the scene. We hear noth- 
ing more of the Trans-Mississippi after 1888; of the Wisconsin after 
1890; of New York after 1897. Ohio and Western Pennsylvania disband- 
ed in 1920, its churches joining other associations. Only the Northeast- 
ern Pennsylvania survives today, now completely English in speech, but 
ever loyal to its old Welsh traditions. 


This was but a natural and desirable evolution and one duplicated in 
time by all the other ethnic groups which settled in America. Before the 
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eventual transformation, however, the Welsh Baptist clergy, laity, and 
churches had played an important role and had played it well. In some 
cases they introduced the Baptist faith for the first time into areas here- 
tofore unfamiliar with Baptist principles. In other instances, they rein- 
forced and invigorated the Baptist cause through their coming. In the 
case of northeastern Pennsylvania, the Welsh were responsible for making 
the Baptist faith one of the important Prostestant creeds of the region. 
Numbers of their young men went forth from their churches to enter 
the Christian ministry and to labor at home and abroad. To the extent 
that their economic circumstances would permit, the Welsh Baptists 
congregations enthusiastically supported the good work being done by the 
various agencies of the Northern Baptist Convention. 


From their first appearance upon the American scene, the Welsh 
Baptists rendered enthusiastic support to the Baptist cause. This they 
continued to do over the years. Their enthusiasm they handed down to 
their descendants, who carry on today in the fine spirit of their immi- 
‘grant ancestors. Now as their last remaining gymanfa celebrates its 
one-hundredth birthday, surely Baptists everywhere—indeed, members 
of other creeds, too—will join with the writer in rendering great praise 
and heartiest congratulations to a valiant group of people who are the 
bearers of a fine tradition and who still labor so nobly to further the 
Christian way of life. 


[31] 




































SS 
~~ 






ee Se SL ET NRA CI Ae NT TT ELA TSS EAN bt er OR AN i NS AP DNA A RR aE Say ed ee 
: kes Saane See ae TE sine Diels a Rac aaa ction 4 SE TS OE OS ane Soe SF TR ae Se Se or Ses eS, Vie Hal Wie Viera ahs See -- 3 
: : cee isos : : ore pp Bey ba iyi : a. vee FP Pn 2 ee ee ORS ea yg. poe TAF TS 


bb 
nf 


thelpCpes 
' LAAT 


' 
a 


ea 


( 
I 


fre 





